FoES form email to MSPs for  Stop Rosebank  campaign
I’m writing to you, as my MSP, to ask you to do everything in your power to oppose the Rosebank oil field currently being assessed by the UK Government’s oil and gas regulator. 

Rosebank is the biggest undeveloped oil field in the North Sea, and could extract a projected 500 million barrels of oil over its lifetime. That makes it almost triple the size of phase one of the controversial Cambo oil field, which drew widespread protests and opposition last year and was eventually paused. 

The emissions from burning the oil and gas in the Rosebank oil field would be equal to the combined annual CO2 emissions of the 28 lowest-income countries in the world. 

In the last few months, we have seen the impacts of the climate crisis in the form of the devastating floods in Pakistan which have left millions displaced, as well as in the extreme heatwaves and drought that have scorched the UK and Europe. As we prepare for a winter in which a cost of living crisis driven by the volatile prices of oil and gas will force unprecedented numbers of people into fuel poverty, it’s never been clearer that our current energy system is completely unfit for purpose. 

The oil extracted from the Rosebank oil field won’t make a dent in the energy bills for homes like mine. It will be sold on the open market and the profits will go straight to the developer, Equinor. 

Even worse, thanks to the deliberate loophole in the UK Government’s Windfall Tax on energy companies, Rosebank’s owners, including Equinor, will receive a tax break of over £500 million just for developing this field. This money should be going towards helping people lower our energy bills - £500 million could pay for energy efficiency measures for 250,000 homes - but instead it is going to make oil executives and shareholders richer.

We urgently need to transition to an energy system powered by clean, affordable renewable energy. The first step towards this future is to stop extracting new oil and gas from the North Sea, as every new field developed locks us into continued reliance on fossil fuels for years to come. 

We are currently way off track to limit warming to 1.5°C, which is deemed the safest, liveable temperature rise still possible. Burning the fossil fuels in existing projects will push us past this target. 

Last year, the executive director of the International Energy Agency, Dr. Fatih Birol, warned that “If governments are serious about the climate crisis, there can be no new investments in oil, gas and coal, from now.” 

Just a few months later, the UN Secretary-General António Guterres said after the release of the most recent IPCC report that investing in new fossil fuel development was ‘moral and economic madness’, yet the UK Government is set on ramping up production and extracting every last drop of oil and gas from the North Sea. 

As my MSP, I am urging you to do everything in your power to stop the Rosebank oil field from going ahead. While the final decision ultimately rests with the UK Government, there is still plenty that Members of the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government can do to resist this development. 

The campaign against the Cambo oil field last year gained support from MSPs across parties, who made public statements, asked Parliamentary Questions, and kept it on the agenda. When the Scottish Government officially came out in opposition to Cambo, it didn’t take long for Shell, a key player of the project, to pull out and the development was subsequently paused. 

You can support the campaign to stop the Rosebank oil field by supporting Monica Lennon MSP’s motion (reference S6M-06943) calling on the Scottish Government to publicly oppose the field.

I look forward to hearing back from you, and hope that you will be able to play a part in stopping the development of this massive oil field and instead building a future where our energy is renewable, reliable and affordable.

